UN Decade of Ocean Science for
Sustainable Development (2021-2030)
A Decade for accelerating solutions to development
challenges ?
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1

Ocean in the UN Frameworks

PSMA
CCRP

Growing Awareness: Conferences, Groups, NGOs, Days

9 Communities
of Ocean Action

NGOs:

Friends of Ocean
Action

UN Global Compact Sustainable
Ocean Business Action Platform

International days:

High-Level Panel
on Sustainable
Blue Economy

Omnibus Resolution for Oceans and the law of the sea
(A/RES/72/73) of 6 December 2017
1. Proclaimed the UN Decade of Ocean Science for Sustainable
Development 2021-2030, within existing structures and available
resources, and called upon the IOC to prepare an implementation
plan for the Decade in consultation with …(everyone).
2. Requested the IOC provide information on the development of
the implementation plan and regularly consult with, and report …
3. Invited the UN SG to inform the UNGA about the
implementation of the Decade through his report on oceans and
the law of the sea based on information provided by IOC…
4. Invited UN-Oceans and its participants to collaborate …

STARTING THE PREPARATION OF THE DECADE

Executive
Interim
Planning => Planning
Group
Group
=>

ROADMAP

Societal outcomes

A Clean Ocean

Sources of pollution are identified, quantified
and reduced, and pollutants removed from the
Ocean.

A healthy and resilient
Ocean

Marine ecosystems are mapped and protected,
multiple impacts, including climate change, are
measured and reduced, and the provision of
Ocean ecosystem services is maintained.

A predicted Ocean

Society has the capacity to understand current
and future Ocean conditions, forecast their
change and impact on human wellbeing and
livelihoods.

The Decade will be mission-oriented

A safe Ocean

Human communities are protected from ocean
hazards and the safety of operations at sea and
on the coast is guaranteed.

A Sustainable
Productive Ocean

The provision of food supply and alternative
livelihoods are secured.

A transparent and
accessible Ocean

All nations, stakeholders and citizens have access
to ocean data and information, technologies, and
are capable of making informed decisions.

Approach to Planning based on 6 societal outcomes for the Ocean
“What can we do together that we cannot do separately?” – M. Leinen (EPG)

1) Clean
2) Healthy and resilient
3) Sustainably harvested/productive
4) Predicted
5) Safe
6) Transparent and accessible

Current status/gaps;
Objectives/outputs;
Needed actions;
Potential for collaboration;
Examples of pathways from
science to social impact;
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• Ideas on architecture,
UN agencies, IGOs/NGOs,
coordination, governance;
Private Sector, Philanthropy,
• ???
Educators, Public at large
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•
•
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Decade Approach: Consolidation/Integration,
Proactive Design, and Expanding Uptake

Science breakthroughs needed:

Missions
Resources + Projects
Requirements

Solutions +
Motivation

Some societal applications

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Mapping, digital atlas
Observing system
Ecosystem knowledge for service
Data and information
Multi-Hazard warning systems
Ocean in Earth System science
CD, education, ocean literacy
???

Aquaculture /

Climate services

Engagement strategy
Science community
•Science Plan and Survey

Private Sector
• UN Global compact / WOC

Foundations
• October event

UN partners
• UN-Oceans Decade group

YOUTH/Early Career Prof!

Call for Position Papers / Partnership with science
networks (eg ICS, AGU, SCOR, PICES, Future Earth…)

Development and dissemination of Policy Brief for
Ocean Business / engagement in global/regional WS

SAVE DE DATE!
Ocean Foundations Alliance, Copenhagen, 29-30 October

Process: timeline and milestones
2019
Global Meeting (CPH)
Multistakeholders
Outputs:
- Research priority
areas
- Knowledge/policy
gaps
- Participants/Stakeholders engagement
- Mapping of existing
building blocks
- Crosscutting issues
(CD, Technology,
Data, Partnerships)
- Financing pathways

EPG/UN+

REGIONAL/THEMATIC
WORKSHOPS
Multistakeholders
Regional Regional
Regional
Workshop
Workshop
Workshop
1
2
3
Thematic
consultation Thematic
1
consultation
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Outputs:
- Contextual
enrichment of R&D
areas
- CD needs
- Identification of
potential projects
- Partnerships

2020
Global Meeting (2020)
Multistakeholders
Outputs:
- Consolidation of results
from various
consultations
- Structured
Implementation plan
- Development of
operational plans
- Formalize partnerships
for projects
- Address cross-cutting
issues

Stakeholders engagement
Synthesis from GPM/regional meetings/thematic consultations
Science plan scoping + Drafting of Implementation Plan,

DECADE
IMPLEMENTATION

•
•

•
•
•
•

PLAN 1.0
Science Plan
Work
programme
2021-2023
(Phase I)
CD Plan
Governance
arrangement
M&E

2nd UN
Ocean
Conf,
Lisbon

UNGA

Communication
IOC GB

Planning process
• The Decade aims at generating the scientific knowledge,
underpinning infrastructures and partnerships needed to
inform policies in support of all sustainable development
goals of the 2030 Agenda. (Transformative and Inclusive)
• Global /Regional Planning Meetings to inform the
preparation phase of the Decade and the development
of the implementation (Science Action Plan)
• Engagement of scientists and academia, policy makers
and managers, civil society organizations, businesses and
private sectors, and donors and foundations brainstorming
on how to achieve the six key Decade outcomes by 2030:
•
•
•

Clean Ocean
Healthy and Resilient
Ocean
Predicted Ocean

•
•
•

Safe Ocean
Sustainable and Productive
Ocean
Transparent and Accessible
Ocean.
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WG1: A Clean Ocean
whereby sources of pollution are identified, quantified and reduced and pollutants removed from the
ocean

Target 14.1: Reduce marine pollution
By 2025, prevent and significantly reduce marine pollution of all kinds, in particular
from land-based activities, including marine debris and nutrient pollution
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WG1: A Clean Ocean
• ~40 participants from 11 countries
• regional organizations (WESTPAC, ESCAP, UN
Environment/NOWPAP&COBSEA, PEMSEA,
IOC)
• 4 overview talks (UN SDG & GPM Overview,
Deoxygenation, Plastics & microplastics)
• Two plenaries followed by two breakout
sessions
• Wednesday:
•
•
•
•

Knowledge gaps and research priorities
Existing programmes, partnerships & resources
Cross-cutting themes
Will you help prepare & implement? Who else?

• Thursday: Development of three candidate
initiatives
• Plastics
• Nutrients
• Chemicals (organic and inorganic)
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WG1: A Clean Ocean
Focus on primary pollutants in the region
• Plastics (*)
• Nutrients (*)
• Inorganic and
organic pollutants (*)
To be further deliberated:
• Pathogens
• Underwater noise
• Greenhouse gases
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WG1: A Clean Ocean
Cross-cutting themes

in addressing knowledge gaps and research priorities
• Capacity building and
technology transfer
• Partnerships and financing
• Access to data,
information & knowledge
• Communication &
awareness

• Data quality opportunities: Design & develop new
technologies and software, strengthen harmonization of
methods, build and operationalise integrated observation
systems.
• Youth & early career people are key: Invest in youth and
early career professionals to build capacity and to act as key
agents of change.
• Uneven capacities across the region: Strengthen regional
research and training centers.
• Creating a stronger multilateral ocean science team: Support
expert meetings to identify and track ocean pollution
priorities.
• A network of Pacific Aquariums can assist in terms of the
spectrum of activities within the Decade: Research,
monitoring, engagement and action.
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WG1: A Clean Ocean
Existing international initiatives/ programmes/
partnerships in this region that could help address
these knowledge gaps/science questions?

Picture: G Jacinto
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Ongoing efforts
Sustainable microplastic research, monitoring and assessment

Inception workshop, 20-22 Sep 2017, Phuket, Thailand)

2nd workshop (15-17 Oct, Shanghai, China)

18

Ongoing efforts
Sustainable microplastic research, monitoring and assessment

Microplastics in
Water Column
WG:

Microplastics in
Marine Organism
WG:
Pilot sites selection in beach

Open-ended Working Groups
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Ongoing efforts
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Ongoing efforts
Partnerships and engagement
ASEAN CONFERENCE
on Reducing Marine Debris in ASEAN Region
22-23 Nov 2017, Phuket, Thailand
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Philippines and SDGs
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Timeline towards 2021
2021

2020

Regional
Regional
Regional
Workshops
Workshops
Workshops
Thematic
consultations

Kick off
Conference

2nd EPG
Meetings

2nd GPM
UNOceans

2nd UN
Conference

• Science Plan development
• Draft IP Framework
• Synthesis of regional /thematic inputs • MS, UN Obs review
• Governance arrangements
• Partnership / financing
• Seeking commitments
• Project/Solution identification

IOC
EC 53

UNGA

• Finalisation of IP
• Submission to UNGA

Draft Criteria for endorsement of activities
Type of activities:

Criteria:

A Programme : Global or regional scale with
profound scientific objectives , long term, multinational and interdisciplinary

- Supports achievement of R& D
objectives of the Decade
- Start betw 2021-2030
- Peaceful purpose
- Multinational, multi-disciplinary,
capacity dev (focus on LDCs/SIDS)
- International cooperation
- Link with SDGs
- Open and free data

A Project: focused undetaking, stand alone, limited
duration, 1 or 2 entities
Enabling activities: short term, supprt the Decade , a
programme or project
Contributions: support Decade through a donation of
a necessary resource (funding, data, in kind..)

Conclusions and Way forward

•

S&T is a major driven force for social-economic development. To combat marine plastic debris, science,
along with policy formulating, education public campaign and private sectors engagement, will help
pinpoint the most effective actions and create new solutions

§ The UN Decade of Ocean Science for Sustainable Development provides a once-in-a-lifetime
opportunity to focus international efforts at the science-policy interface to reverse the cycle of decline
in ocean health and to improve conditions for sustainable development of the ocean.
§ Scientists and academia, policy makers and managers, civil society organizations, ocean businesses
and industries, and donors and foundations towards the identification and development of solutionoriented approaches to ocean sustainability

The Decade Implementation Plan, including Decade Science Action Plan

THANK YOU
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